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What we will cover
 Searching the Catalogs

 LRC Online Catalog, Circuit & ILL

 Finding Journal Articles

 Free Trade Agreements

 Foreign Law

 Lexis & Westlaw





LRC Catalog
• The Legal Research 

Center’s online 
catalog links to 
materials held at the 
LRC and the Main 
Library (Copley)  

• The catalog can be 
used to find not just 
materials in our 
print collection, but 
also to access e-
books and electronic 
databases

• Access: You can link to the catalog off 
of the LRC’s webpage 
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/


Catalog Examples
 The USMCA, NAFTA Re-Negotiated and Its Business 

Implications in a Nutshell
 Available through West Study Aids

 Bilateral and regional trade agreements : case studies
 Available at LRC Reading Room (K4600 .B483 2015)

 Rethinking free trade, economic integration and human 
rights in the Americas / María Belén Olmos Giupponi
 Available at CL Book Stacks (KDZ574 .O43 2017)

 Regional cooperation and free trade agreements in Asia / 
edited by Jiaxiang Hu, Matthias Vanhullebusch
 E-BOOK | 2014 Copley Internet

https://subscription-westacademic-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/Book/Detail?id=26771&q=NAFTA%2C%20free%20trade%20and%20foreign%20investment%20in%20the%20Americas%20in%20a%20nutshell&goBackUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fsubscription-westacademic-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DNAFTA%252C%2Bfree%2Btrade%2Band%2Bforeign%2Binvestment%2Bin%2Bthe%2BAmericas%2Bin%2Ba%2Bnutshell


Circuit 
Catalog

Because USD is a 
member of a library 
consortium called the 
Circuit, you can borrow 
materials from any of 
the member libraries 
which include SDSU, 
UCSD and the San 
Diego County and 
Public Libraries. 

Circuit does NOT 
include Thomas 
Jefferson Law School or 
California Western 
School of Law. 

Access: You can link to the Circuit 
catalog through the LRC catalog or
http://circuit.sdsu.edu

Click “Request” to order this item

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/


WorldCat and Interlibrary Loan
 If you’re looking for an item and can’t find it in the LRC 

Catalog or the Circuit, then check WorldCat to see if it can 
be interlibrary-loaned from a participating member of a 
worldwide network of libraries. 

 To request an ILL, click here (check with a reference 
librarian first).

https://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php








Journal Databases 
 Westlaw: Journals & Law Reviews

 Lexis-Nexis:  Law Reviews & Journals

 Google Scholar: Click on Settings and add USD to your 
library links to access all of our subscription databases

 Hein-Online is a database that contains digital (PDF) 
images of law reviews from U.S. law schools. Access 
through the our Legal Research Databases page.

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/LawReviewsJournals?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/757f3dd3-adfd-4cd1-bc74-7928be4f594e/?context=1530671
https://scholar.google.com
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Welcome
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php




 Official citations
 32 I.L.M. 289 (1993) (table of contents, preamble, parts I-III); 32 

I.L.M. 605 (1993) (parts IV-VII, annexes); 32 I.L.M. 1480 (1993) 
(Environmental Cooperation); 32 I.L.M. 1502 (1993) (Labor 
Cooperation); 32 I.L.M. 1520 (1993) (Emergency Measures)

 Lexis, Westlaw, HeinOnline

 Secondary Sources 
 The USMCA, NAFTA Re-Negotiated and Its Business Implications 

in a Nutshell
 Many books and ebooks on NAFTA in our catalog as well as journal 

articles on NAFTA’s effect on various industries.  
 U.S. Trade Representative’s  NAFTA Archive 

NAFTA – Text of the Agreement

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/dcb9e94d-a0e1-49f2-901f-87639b9b29d2/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/Ic7196cd44f3711dca51ecfdfa1ed2cd3/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/intlm32&i=303&a=dXNhbmRpZWdvLmVkdQ
https://subscription-westacademic-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/Book/Detail?id=26771&q=NAFTA%2C%20free%20trade%20and%20foreign%20investment%20in%20the%20Americas%20in%20a%20nutshell&goBackUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fsubscription-westacademic-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DNAFTA%252C%2Bfree%2Btrade%2Band%2Bforeign%2Binvestment%2Bin%2Bthe%2BAmericas%2Bin%2Ba%2Bnutshell
https://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/search/C__SNAFTA%20__Orightresult__U?lang=eng&suite=cobalt&fromMain=yes
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/ustr-archives/north-american-free-trade-agreement-nafta


United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA)
• Official text

• Because the USMCA is so recent, it is not yet in an official 
treaty series, can refer to the Office of the USTR's website. 

• Negotiating history
• USMCA – A negotiation history timeline can be found in this 

CRS report as well as this page from the Organization of 
American States (SICE)

• Secondary sources 
• NAFTA to USMCA : what is gained? 
• As a more recent agreement, journal articles and CRS reports

would be great place to start. 

https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements/united-states-mexico-canada-agreement
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/row/R44981.pdf
http://www.sice.oas.org/tpd/USMCA/USMCA_e.ASP
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/view/journals/001/2019/073/001.2019.issue-073-en.xml
https://crsreports.congress.gov/search/#/?termsToSearch=USMCA&orderBy=Relevance


Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) 
 Official text

 Signed November 15, 2020, entered into force January 1, 2022.  
https://rcepsec.org/legal-text/

 Negotiating History 
 Joint Leaders’ Statement on The Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) – via ASEAN Summit
 Bilaterals website 

 Secondary Sources 
 ASEAN law in the new regional economic order : global trends and 

shifting paradigms (print book)
 Principles of free trade agreements, from GATT 1947 through NAFTA 

Re-Negotiated 2018
 EuroParl, Short overview of the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership

https://rcepsec.org/legal-text/
https://asean.org/about-us/asean-summit/
https://www.bilaterals.org/?-rcep-218-
https://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4826282
https://subscription-westacademic-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/Book/Detail?id=26379
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/653625/EXPO_BRI(2021)653625_EN.pdf


Japan-EU Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA)
 Official text

 Signed July 17, 2018, entered into force February 1, 2019.  
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and the European 

Commission

 Negotiating History 
 Bilaterals website 

 Secondary Sources
 EU-Japan FTA : Implications for U.S. Trade Policy, CRS In 

Focus
 In Focus: EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement

https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/page6e_000013.html
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1684
https://www.bilaterals.org/?-eu-japan-
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t21.d22.crs-2020-crs-208039
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-japan-economic-partnership-agreement/


African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA) 
 Official text

 Signed March 21, 2018, entered into force May 30, 2019. 
https://afcfta.au.int/en/documents/2018-03-21/agreement-
establishing-african-continental-free-trade-area-afcfta

 Negotiating History 
 Bilaterals

 Secondary Sources 
 The African Continental Free Trade Area : economic and 

distributional effects
 The African Continental Free Trade Area: Boosting Intra-

Africa Trade

https://afcfta.au.int/en/documents/2018-03-21/agreement-establishing-african-continental-free-trade-area-afcfta
https://www.bilaterals.org/?-afcfta-287-
https://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5190682
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/Ifdc4813b288011ebbea4f0dc9fb69570/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0


Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative
 The USTR is responsible 

for developing and 
coordinating U.S. 
international trade and 
investment policy, and 
overseeing negotiations 
with other countries. 

 You can find information 
on NAFTA and other 
U.S. trade agreements on 
the Trade Agreements 
tab. 

https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements

https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements


Bilaterals

 Open publishing 
website for  
bilateral trade and 
investment 
agreements

https://www.bilaterals.org

https://www.bilaterals.org/


SICE
 SICE stands for 

Sistema de 
Informacion sobre
Comercio Exterior.  It 
is the information arm 
for the Organization of 
American States (OAS)  
Member States.

 SICE includes texts of 
trade agreements  and 
BITs in force in North 
and South America. 

http://www.sice.oas.org/agreements_e.asp 

http://www.sice.oas.org/agreements_e.asp


International Trade Reporter 
(available via Bloomberg Law)

 Provides coverage of the 
most significant 
developments affecting 
U.S. trade and 
international business 
policy, as well as the 
policies of major U.S. 
trading partners in 
Europe, North America, 
Latin America, Asia, and 
Africa

 Available through 
Bloomberg Law (must 
have USD account setup) https://www.bloomberglaw.com/

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/law_reports/BNAITR
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/


Copley Databases 
 Copley Library subscribes to several databases with statistical 

and economic data. 

 Business Source Premier
 Censtats
 China Data Online
 Economist Intelligence Unit
 Euromonitor Economies and Consumers 
 Factiva
 Mintel Reports
 SpringerLink Journals

 Most Copley databases are available to USD Law students 

http://www.sandiego.edu/library/find/results.php?letter=all




Foreign Law Guide 
The Foreign Law Guide

is an essential resource 
in researching the laws 
of another country.  

For each country, the 
FLG provides a brief 
overview to the law of 
the country, laws 
arranged by subject, 
English translations, 
and scholarly 
commentary.

Available through the LRC Databases page.

https://referenceworks-brillonline-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/browse/foreign-law-guide
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php?a=f


Foreign Websites
Use Google translate!

 To directly translate 
foreign websites 
instead of using the 
English ‘portal’  
(usually a pared down 
version of the full 
website) 

 To generate keywords 
to search websites or 
Google in the original 
language.

https://www.turkpatent.gov.tr/TURKPATENT/?lang=tr


The Bluebook Table 2
Table 2: Foreign 

Jurisdictions provides 
citation and research 
help for over 35 foreign 
countries.

Contact the reference 
desk for a 60-day free 
online trial at 
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

https://www.legalbluebook.com/
mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu




Westlaw
 Westlaw has a few treatises helpful for international 

trade and trade agreements: 
 NAFTA Handbook
 NAFTA: Legal Text & Interpretive Materials

 To navigate by specific country, click on International 
Materials, then select one of the main six foreign 
jurisdictions (Australia, Canada, European Union, 
Hong Kong, Korea, United Kingdom), or select Other 
International Jurisdictions.  

https://lawschool.westlaw.com/


Lexis
 NAFTA text and supplemental agreements

 International Trade (Practice Area)

 For material from specific countries click on the 
International Tab

https://www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool


We’re here to help!
 Melissa Abernathy

Foreign & International 
Law Librarian

 Phone: 
(619) 260-4734

 Email: 
mabernathy@sandiego.ed
u

 Reference librarians are 
here every day except 
Saturday. 

 Reference Desk Phone: 
619-260-4612

 Ref. Desk E-mail: 
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
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