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Research Plan: Today’s Topics
These are the major components of a legal research 
plan: 

1. Preliminary Information 
2. Issue statement
3. Search Terms
4. Secondary Sources
5. Primary Sources - Statute
6. Primary Sources - Cases
7. Citators
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Example: Cattitude! 

Cattitude: an upscale 
cat-walking service in 
La Jolla, CA

A couple years ago Sam signed up to 
be a full-time cat-walker and was thrilled 
at this niche opportunity. 

Cattitude assigns cat clients and a 
company vehicle to Sam and now 
Sam’s only income comes from cat-
walking. Sam has never walked cats for 
any other company and has never 
advertised other walking services on 
their own. 

Sam knows that some dog walkers like 
those on Rover! are considered 
independent contractors and Sam want 
to know what they should be classified 
as  under California employment law. 
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1. Preliminary Information
● Jurisdiction: California

○ What court am I in? What authority will be mandatory? 
Persuasive? 

● Key Facts: 
○ Sam works full-time for Cattitude. 
○ Cattitude assigns cats to Sam.
○ Cattitude provides a company vehicle to Sam
○ Sam has never walked cats for any other company
○ Sam has never advertised walking services on their 

own.
● Area of Law: Employment law (employee or independent 

contractor?)
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2. Issue Statement 
● "Under-Does-When" formula 

○ Under [applicable law], does/is [legal question], when 
[determinative facts]?

● Under California employment law, is Sam properly 
classified as an employee or independent contractor when 
Sam works full-time, has assignments given by the hiring 
company, uses a company-provided vehicle, has never 
worked for any other walking company, and has never 
advertised independent walking services?
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3. Search Terms

● Search terms
○ employee, employer, independent contractor, 

worker, test, classification

● Sample natural language search
○ Independent contractor employee

● Sample terms and connectors search 
○ "independent contractor" & employee & (test or 

classification)
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4. Secondary Sources

Statutes
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Secondary Sources: Lexis

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/dd07f85d-f800-451f-a0d2-2f18819d5fba/?context=1530671
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Secondary Sources: Westlaw

https://www.westlaw.com/Document/I411420d0b67411d9947c9ea867b7826a/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
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5. Primary Sources - Statute

Cal. Lab. Code § 2775



11

Cal. Lab. Code § 2775
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Table of Contents
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Notes of Decisions
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Cal. Lab. Code § 2775 
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6. Primary Sources - Cases
● Review potentially relevant case law citations from your 

prior secondary source and statutory research.
○ Keyword searching for cases should not be your first 

step.

● Searching for cases by keyword
○ use filters to refine that search using the tools available 

in Westlaw or Lexis. 

● Search for cases by topic using the West topic and key 
number system or Lexis’s topic and subtopic system.
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Review potentially relevant citations 

● S. G. Borello & Sons, Inc. v. Department of Industrial Relations, 
769 P.2d 399 (1989) 

● Dynamex Operations W. Inc. v. Superior Court, 416 P.3d 1(2018)
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Search for cases by keyword

https://plus.lexis.com/search/?pdmfid=1530671&crid=295709de-755c-41d8-974c-4bf9a70917f7&pdsearchterms=Independent+contractor+employee&pdtypeofsearch=searchboxclick&pdsearchtype=SearchBox&pdstartin=&pdpsf=&pdqttype=and&pdquerytemplateid=&ecomp=b7ttk&earg=pdsf&prid=32e30a97-05f0-4e5d-824d-345d65816b6f#/search/2932d23c-3c2f-4489-8d89-03b309d42707-1
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Search for cases by topic 
● Search for cases by topic using the West topic and key 

number system or Lexis’s topic and subtopic system.
○ Use topic/key number or topic/subtopic 

combinations you’ve previously located in 
secondary sources or case headnotes
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Search for cases by topic 
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Search for cases by topic 
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7. Citators
● Review our videos on Citators for Statutes and Citators 

for Cases

● Use citators for both validity and research

● For this research plan example we will use Cal. Lab. 
Code § 2775 and Dynamex Operations W. Inc. v. 
Superior Court, 416 P.3d 1(2018) as examples though 
your research logs will likely include more sources.  
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KeyCite: Cal. Lab. Code § 2775

https://1.next.westlaw.com/RelatedInformation/NC3795210F26811EABC95D7D31E164320/kcCitingReferences.html?originationContext=documentTab&transitionType=CitingReferences&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)&docSource=c8fe51909d3f4a3fa3364cf481a9259c&rulebookMode=false&ppcid=2f5977439a90418696dde94d38f3b656
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Shepard’s: Cal. Lab. Code § 2775
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KeyCite: Dynamex, 416 P.3d 1(2018)

https://1.next.westlaw.com/RelatedInformation/Ia04ad0204cb111e884b4b523d54ea998/kcNegativeTreatment.html?originationContext=citingReferences&transitionType=NegativeTreatment&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)&docSource=b8d60c1ad03442019eeff330374e6dd4&rulebookMode=false&ppcid=00a69145b87246098a897a2c32a9754b
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Shepard’s: Dynamex, 416 P.3d 1(2018)

https://plus.lexis.com/shepards/shepardspreviewpod?pdmfid=1530671&pdshepid=urn:contentItem:5S6J-K1N1-DXC7-N2HW-00000-00&pdshepcat=citingref&pddoctabclick=false&pdshepfilter=Analysis&pdshepfiltername=Caution&pdshepfiltervalue=4&pdshepfieldname=treatgroup&pddocrequestkey=10601650-e0d5-4bfd-8a08-37da26a1cad1&prid=105e5b69-ce03-4720-9412-f420559699c2&crid=ba080b52-a14e-421c-84f6-d149f729c26d&lashepardsid=46973601-dd48-49e9-bf38-b34be0a0b329-1#/citingref/46973601-dd48-49e9-bf38-b34be0a0b329-1
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Wrap Up
1. Preliminary 

Information 
2. Issue statement
3. Search Terms
4. Secondary 

Sources
5. Primary Sources -

Statute
6. Primary Sources -

Cases
7. Citators
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LRC Reference Desk

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
Phone: (619) 260-4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Other videos in this series are available on 
the LWR Research Trainings page of the 
LRC’s website.

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/lwr-trainings.php
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