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Secondary Sources
Today’s topics:

1. Understanding the effectiveness of beginning legal 
research with secondary sources.

1. Selecting and applying appropriate filters to locate 
specific types of secondary sources.
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1. Beginning with Secondary Sources
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Statutes
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2. Locating Specific Types of 
Secondary Sources

Three different ways: 

● Do a keyword search, then use filters to filter to the 
appropriate source type.

● Type the specific name of a title if you know it (e.g.
California Jurisprudence). 

● Browse by category without entering a keyword 
search (e.g. Secondary sources → California)
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https://plus.lexis.com/zhome/?crid=e3415941-395d-4eac-81fe-326a2e7a5e33
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https://www.westlaw.com/SharedLink/562dce04c941451f899e53e40b63b3e7?VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
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Wrap Up
● Secondary sources are very useful when you are 

unfamiliar with the area of law, you don’t know 
terminology, or you need a quick synthesis. 

● One easy way to locate a specific type of secondary 
source is to do a keyword search, then use filters to 
filter to the appropriate publication type. 
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LRC Reference Desk

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
Phone: (619) 260-4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Other videos in this series are available on 
the LWR Research Trainings page of the 
LRC’s website.

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/lwr-trainings.php
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