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What we will cover

* Primary sources

« Legislative history

* Secondary sources

* Government sources for tax policy materials
 Specialized tax databases



Primary sources: U.S. Code

Title 26 —Internal Revenue Code
Free sources:

* Govinfo.gov
* U.S. House of Representatives
* Cornell’s Legal Information Institute

Subscription sources:

* Lexis, Westlaw, Bloomberg Law

¢ HeinOnline: particularly useful for researching older
versions of the U.S. Code (as far back as first official U.S.
Code (1925-1926).



https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/USCODE-2018-title26/summary
https://uscode.house.gov/browse/prelim@title26&edition=prelim
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/aff3edef-009e-4914-8534-3f792b9b8af9/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/UnitedStatesCodeAnnotatedUSCA?guid=N94F1B067E2704B93AC7A5AD080DD8B27&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/document/1215597641731
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?index=uscode/title-26&collection=uscode

Primary sources:

Code of Federal Regulations

Title 26 —Internal Revenue

Free sources:
* Govinfo.gov
e eCFR

Subscription databases:
* Lexis, Westlaw, Bloomberg Law

« HeinOnline: particularly useful for researching older
versions of the CFR (since its inception in 1938).


https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2018-title26-vol21/CFR-2018-title26-vol21-toc-id2
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=ce0e8e289a0335923beb5b7c37ba6978&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title26/26tab_02.tpl
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1400422c-6676-4a6a-b52e-37967d49cfec/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/CodeofFederalRegulationsCFR?guid=N683DAF40867C11D99564CBDD35F58A0E&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/browser/105.24230
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?collection=cfr

Primary sources:

Internal Revenue Bulletins

The authoritative instrument for announcing official rulings
and procedures of the IRS and for publishing Treasury
Decisions, executive orders, tax conventions, legislation,
court decisions, and other items of general interest.

Available at [RS.gov.



http://apps.irs.gov/app/picklist/list/internalRevenueBulletins.html

Legislative history

The documents produced by Congress as a bill is introduced, studied,
and debated. May include:

Bills: The proposed law. Frequently amended throughout the legislative
process so comparing the various versions of a bill may help in determining
the intended meaning of the law.

Hearings: Published record of the committees” hearings on proposed
legislation. May include witnesses’ testimonies and materials submitted by
interested parties or added by committee members.

Committee Reports: House (H. Rpt.) and Senate (S. Rpt.) committees issue
these reports, outlining their deliberations and recommendations for a
particular bill. Generally considered the most authoritative and important
sources for determining legislative intent.

Debates: Congressional debates include discussions for or against proposed
bills and amendments, as well as explanations of provisions that are vague or
unclear, so such debates can also be usetul for legislative history research.

Presidential statements: A statement issued by the President to explain why
he or she is approving the legislation.



Legislative history

Free websites:
e Congress.gov

e Govtrack.us

Subscription databases:

e Lexis (also see Lexis” IRC Legislative History search page),
Westlaw, Bloomberg Law

e ProQuest Congressional

e ProQuest Legislative Insight


https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.govtrack.us/
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/55a8d0ef-bebd-4fd5-a075-b852a0d45580/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/practice?config=00JAA3ZTliMzQ2ZC1hM2NkLTRkMDItYThhYS1iN2JmYmU5ZDA5YTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dcUEOCJVCGKggHVsu3jpSV&crid=6fa97151-7d74-49e7-b3da-cee49f40dd54&pdsf=MTA4MDE1Nw~%5Estatutes-legislation%5e%5eurn%3apct%3a78~%5EIRC+Legislative+History&pdcontenttypeid=&pdbcts=1611356934541&prid=f310fa7f-48f9-4db5-a400-d13fa4fbf7fd
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/LegislativeHistory?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/page/leg_news_analysis
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/legislativeinsight

Secondary sources:

Journals and articles

Tax law journals and articles
(can search all journals or filter by subject, e.g. tax):
* Westlaw

e [exis

e HeinOnline

Non-law articles (multidisciplinary databases):
* Academic Search Premier

* Google Scholar

* J[STOR

(and many more)



https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/SecondarySourcesLibrary?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/b685ffeb-ce0b-46dc-b36a-3142782bb964/?context=1530671
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?index=journals/sub46&collection=journals
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.asp?profile=web&defaultdb=aph
https://scholar.google.com/
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://www.jstor.org/

Secondary sources:

CRS Reports

The Congressional Research Service is a legislative branch
agency within the Library of Congress which serves as a
public policy research arm of Congress. It operates solely at
the behest of and under the direction of Congress on a
confidential, non-partisan basis.

Ofters Congress research and analysis on all current and
emerging issues of national policy.



Secondary sources:

CRS Reports

Congressional Research Service (congress.gov)

Database established in 2018. Reports added as they are
issued; backfile of older reports is in the process of being
added (currently includes reports as old as 1993).

Tax Notes

Includes tax-related CRS reports from 1981-present

ProQuest Congressional
Includes CRS Reports from 1916—present.



https://crsreports.congress.gov/
https://www.taxnotes.com/document-list/key-documents/congressional-research-service-reports
https://congressional-proquest-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/congressional/search/advanced/advanced?selectedcheckboxes=crsr

Government agencies

Various government agencies are involved in developing or
interpreting tax policy:

« U.S. Office of Tax Policy
e Joint Committee on Taxation

* Congressional Budget Office
« Taxpayer Advocate Service

* Government Accountability Office

» Office of Management and Budget


https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/tax-policy
https://www.jct.gov/
http://www.cbo.gov/
http://www.taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov/
https://www.gao.gov/topics/tax-policy-and-administration
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb

Subscription databases

« Wolters Kluwer: VitalLaw (formerly Cheetah)
¢ Thomson Reuters (Westlaw): Checkpoint Edge

* Bloomberg Law: Tax

 [exis Practical Guidance: Tax

« Tax Analysts: Tax Notes



https://login.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?qurl=https://my.vitallaw.com%2f
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://checkpoint.riag.com/login?iploc=univorsanschofbui
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/tax
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/297462c7-3fc8-41c3-904c-9efe05f99648/?context=1000522
https://www.taxnotes.com/tax-notes

i University of San Diego S eah

SCHOOL of LAW Academics Admissions Library Careers Student Life Faculty About

/ﬁ\ > Pardee Legal Research Center

e

finGemic Pardee Legal Research Center

Admissions

- The law library exists to support the educational and scholarly activities of the USD law community.
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University of San Diego Legal Research Center / LibGuides / LRC Digital Resources
LRC Digital Resources
Recommended and subscription resources. Those marked with a lock symbol require username/password or IP authentication

All Subjects v All Database Types v All Vendors / Providers v Search for Databases | Go

Popular Databases

Al A B CDZEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUYV

The most frequently-used databases
W X Y Z #

Aspen Learning Library (formerly Wolters Kluwer

Online Study Aids Library) [ 148 Databases found

The Aspen Learning Library (formerly the Wolters

Kluwer Online Study Aid Library) offers online digital A

access to over 200 popular law school study aids and added

video and audio content to provide an illustration of the legal Academic Search Premier = <

theory. Includes the Examples and Explanations series. Provides full text for over 2,940 scholarly publications including social sciences, humanities, education, computer

sciences, engineering, language and linguistics, arts & literature, health sciences, and ethnic studies.

Bloomberg Law & <
Bloomberg legal content, integrated into an already AILALink & <

powerful system of primary and secondary legal content,
company and market information and news. Individual user
access is given to USD law students and faculty. You must
register with Bloomberg to gain access to its products and
services. Please contact the LRC reference desk to obtain a
Bloomberg Law account. Appeals @ <@

Helps more than 100,000 taxpayers each year resolve their tax disputes without going to Tax Court. An IRS site.

AlLALink is the go-to resource for immigration law research, providing its subscribers with access to immigration-related
statutes, regulations, and important case law (select); agency correspondence and manuals, AILA/government liaison minutes,
forms, and a plethora of AILA publications.

CALI Lessons & <



Wolters Kluwer:

VitalLaw (formerly Cheetah)

Wolters Kluwer’s legal research platform; includes tax coverage (as
well as many other topics). Materials from CCH IntelliConnect
have been incorporated into VitalLaw.

Available on the LRC Databases page (direct link).



https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://my.vitallaw.com

-~

:"_L VitalLaw™ Log In MYSOLUTIONS | pBY GIVE FEEDBACK

m ALL CONTENT v @ Laws & Regulations  Practical Content  Titles

Search Within All Content (2]

Advanced Search

PRACTICE AREAS rZ] New Site: VitalLaw.com
Antitrust & Competition Practice of Law Keep up to date with legal news and expert analysis by visiting
Wolters Kluwer's newest site, VitalLaw.com. Preview news in your
Banking & Consumer Finance Products Liability & Insurance subscription and also other practice areas and topics that might be of
Bankruptcy Securities - All ihishest tayoll.
COVID-19 Resources Securities - Corporation Law & Governance Visit VitalLaw.com
Energy & Environment Securities - Federal & International
Government Contracts Securities - State 72021 RECAP AND LOOK AHEAD TO 2022
Healthcare Tax - All
Labor & Employment: 2021 L&E developments and what's in store
Human Resources Tax - Estates, Gifts & Trusts for 2022
Intellectual Property Tax - Federal Securities: Investors Move ESG to Center Stage, Push Regulators to
Act
Labor & Employment Law Tax - International
Tax: 2021 Trends and Developments in Tax Law
Life Sciences Tax - State & Local
SEE ALL
Litigation Transportation

Payroll & Entitlements

@ NEED HELP?
WHITE PAPERS & SPECIAL REPORTS

View online help

Top Tax Law Developments for October — December 2021 Access training and reference material

U.S. Supreme Court to hear health law cases soon, and here is a preview Email customer support: vitallawsupport@wolterskluwer.com

The COVID-19 impact on attorneys: lessons learned and best practices Call customer support: 1-800-955-5217

Will the U.S. Supreme Court take up FTC enforcement again this term?

SEE ALL

VITALLAW RESOURCES

VitalLaw Widgets
MARC Records and Product Titles with Links

VitalLaw Practice Area Information



:‘-‘) VitalLaw™
Ve
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Log In

MY SOLUTIONS )x‘ GIVE FEEDBACK

TAX - ALL v @ Laws & Regulations  Practical Content  Titles

Search Within Tax - All n @ CITATION SEARCH
Advanced Search
FEDERAL © « CITATION LOOKUP @
REPORTERS & EXPLANATIONS [A | PRIMARY SOURCES
- Search Citation GO
Federal Estate and Gift Tax Reporter - SELECT - -
Federal Excise Tax Reporter PRACTICE TOOLS
Standard Federal Income Tax Reporter (2022)
=
Tax Research Consultant Gmi FEDERAL
U.S. Master Tax Guide (2022) - SELECT - -
[[3) TReATisES [[2) TAXLEGISLATION & ANALYSIS -
@ss INTERNATIONAL
Practitioner's Guide to IRS Tax Penalties - Collins - Archive American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 - Video Series
- SELECT - v
2021 Tax Legislation: Law, Explanation & Analysis
2020 COVID and Taxpayer Certainty Acts: Law, Explanation & — STATE & LOCAL
Analysis o
2020 Families First and CARES Acts: Law, Explanation & Analysis - SELECT - v
2020 Election
. B2 ESTATES, GIFTS & TRUSTS
CCH Tax Briefings
- SELECT - v
SEE ALL
[@ c-corrsamaa [5) JOURNALS & NEWs NEWS HEADLINES
Choice of Entity at a Glance CCH Federal Tax Weekly
. ) @ FEDERAL TAX DAY
Choice of Entity Smart Charts Federal Tax Day
Tax White Papers and Legal Insights LB&I Practice Unit Issued on Dividend Deductions (Jan 19, 2022)
TAXES - The Tax Magazine (2006 to Present) Information Letters Released by IRS (INFO 2021-0024—2021-0029)

(Jan 19, 2022)

Affordable Care Act Tax Briefi
DRI are e Enengs Guidance on Series of Payments from Individual Account Under
Qualified Retirement Plan Provided (Notice 2022-6) (Jan 19, 2022)

SEE ALL
READ ALL ARTICLES
TAX RESEARCH CONSULTANT lﬂ | TAX & FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING
Tax Research Consultant Accounting for Income Taxes (FAS 109 and IAS 12) Manager: [j GLOBAL DAILY TAX NEWS

Employee Auto Inclusion Calculator
R S i e AT o PV VLY S SR TR N, PR RGN S | EFC | Reierte Tavnavere Claim Eor Pactal QRarvicreae VAT Refiind ( lan



&), vitallaw™
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Log In MY SOLUTIONS | )W GIVE FEEDBACK

m TAX - ALL v @ Laws & Regulations  Practical Content  Titles

Search Within Tax - All

INTERNATIONAL @ «

COUNTRY & REGION TAX TREATIES

o CITATION SEARCH

Advanced Search

- SELECT - - Tax Treaties Reporter Topical Index

U.S. Tax Treaties Reporter

[[2) TReATIsES TAX TREATY ANALYSIS
U.S. Tax Treaties Reporter Tax Treaties Report Letters

REPORTING, WITHHOLDING & FATCA |___J CLES & LEARNING
FATCA Global News CCH CPELink

Percentage Method Withholding Computations - Alternative 1 (for
APS)

Wage Bracket Percentage Method for Computing Income Tax
Withholding from Gross Wages (for APS)

SEE ALL

JOURNALS, CIRCULARS & NEWS

FATCA Global News
Global Daily Tax News

International Tax Journal

SEE ALL
See More International Content >>
STATE & LOCAL @
STATE & LOCAL ARCHIVES
- SELECT - v - SELECT -

@ MULTISTATE RESOURCES @ TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT OF 2017
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m TAX - ALL v @ Laws & Regulations  Practical Content  Titles

Search Within Tax - All Q CITATION SEARCH

Advanced Search

STATE & LOCAL @ «
STATE & LOCAL ARCHIVES
- SELECT - v - SELECT - v
MULTISTATE RESOURCES E%j TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT OF 2017
Current Year's Final and Pending Legislation - States (A-M) 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act: Law, Explanation & Analysis
Current Year's Final and Pending Legislation - States (N-Z) CCH Tax Briefings

Enacted Legislation 2001-2005 (States A-M)

SEE ALL

E% CORPORATE |—_J TREATISES

Corporate Income Tax Quick Answer Charts Multistate Corporate Tax Guide - Healy and Schadewald
Multistate Corporate Income Tax Review

Multistate Corporate Tax Guide - Healy and Schadewald
REAL & PERSONAL PROPERTY SALES & USE

Property Tax Quick Answer Charts Multistate Sales Tax Review

Sales and Use Tax Quick Answer Charts
JOURNALS, CIRCULARS & NEWS E%j CLES & LEARNING

State Tax Day - Current CCH CPELink
State Tax Review - Current

Tax White Papers and Legal Insights

See More State & Local Content >>

ESTATES, GIFTS & TRUSTS ©

REPORTERS & EXPLANATIONS TAX LEGISLATION & ANALYSIS
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Thomson Reuters: Checkpoint Edge

A service of Thomson Reuters (Westlaw’s parent company),
Checkpoint Edge is a specialized database for tax, accounting,
finance, and trade research.

Available on the LRC Databases page (direct link).



https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://checkpoint.riag.com/login?iploc=univorsanschofbui
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Bloomberg Law: Tax

Sign in using you Bloomberg Law credentials at
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/tax/.

Includes convenient access to primary sources such as the
Internal Revenue Code, Treasury Regulations, U.S. Tax
Treaties. Particularly useful are its secondary sources, which
include BNA Tax Management Portfolios (detailed analysis
of particular tax topics), commentary, and analysis.

Can browse by resource or run searches across all included
materials.


https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/tax/

Go To Products~  Workspaces ¥  Research Trail ¥ Downloads ~

Bloomberg Tax )

HOME FEDERAL

Federal »

FEDERAL ﬁ Set as Homepage

Saved for Later @ David Isom ¥  Logout

Q Q

INTERNATIONAL PAYROLL DAILY TAX REPORT  ADVANCED SEARCH

Advanced (i} n

GO TO PORTFOLIO BY NUMBER/NAME

Enter Portfolio Number or Name

Ex., type "700" or "Choice of Entity" for Portfolio 700...

GO TO DOCUMENT o

Source | Internal Revenue Code v cite |ex: 355 <D

EXPERT ANALYSIS

Fast Answers

» BNA PORTFOLIOS

U.S. Income Indexes: Topic | IRC
Estates, Gifts & Trusts Indexes: Topic | IRC
U.S. International indexes: Topic | IRC

Accounting for Income Taxes

ADDITIONAL ANALYSIS
Tax Practice Series Indexes: Topic | IRC
Practitioner Commentary
Books & Treatises
Leading Firm Commentaries
Federal Excise Tax
Health Care Reform
IRS Practice Indexes: Topic | IRC

Taxation of Exchange Traded Options

TAX REFORM & FEATURED TOPICS

Biden Tax Plan Roadmap
Budget Reconciliation Watch
OnPoints

Coronavirus Tax Watch

Tax Reform Roadmaps & Resources

STATUTES & REGULATIONS

Internal Revenue Code Archived Versions | Topical Index
Treasury Regulations Topical Indexes

Proposed Treasury Regulations

Treasury Decision Preambles

Tax Legislation

Circular 230

U.S. Tax Treaties

ERISA

PRACTICE TOOLS

GUIDES
Practice Guides & Checklists
Tax Prep Guides Archived Versions
2022 Federal Tax Guide Archived Versions

2022 Quick Tax Reference Guide

CALCULATORS AND TOOLS

IRS AGENCY DOCUMENTS

Revenue Rulings
Revenue Procedures
Notices
Announcements
Private Letter Rulings
Technical Advice Memoranda
All IRS Agency Documents

®  Agent Offline
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When no sources are selected, all sources will be included in your search. Expand First Level
[J 3 U.S. Income Portfolios: Income Tax Accounting
O U.S. Income Portfolios: C Corporations

O

U.S. Income Portfolios: Compensation Planning

O

U.S. Income Portfolios: Corporate Returns and Computation of Tax

U.S. Income Portfolios: Income, Deductions, Credits and Computation of Tax

OO0

U.S. Income Portfolios: Natural Resources

O

U.S. Income Portfolios: Other Pass-through Entities

O

U.S. Income Portfolios: Procedure and Administration

U.S. Income Portfolios: Partnerships

OO0

U.S. Income Portfolios: Real Estate

BNA U.S. Income Portfolios Index
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Copyright © 2022 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Bloomberg Tax ) A
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FEDERAL INTERNATIONAL PAYROLL DAILY TAXREPORT ~ ADVANCED SEARCH

U.S. Income Por... ¥

uU.sS.

Income Portfolios

0 selected source(s) v

(J 8 U.S. Income Portfolios: Income, Deductions, Credits and Computation of Tax

@]

) 0 0 0000000000000 O0OO0OO0ODDU0OO0OOD0U0DO0ooBboooo

Portfolio 181-1st: Time Value of Money — Holders of Debt Instruments

Portfolio 183-1st: Tax-Advantaged Bonds

Portfolio 186-2nd: Financial Instruments: Special Rules

Portfolio 187-1st: Taxation of Non-Equity Derivatives

Portfolio 188-2nd: Taxation of Equity Derivatives

Portfolio 189-1st: U.S. Taxation of Notional Principal Contracts

Portfolio 190-1st: Taxation of Cryptocurrencies

Portfolio 201-1st: Taxation of Domestic Insurance Companies

Portfolio 501-5th: Gross Income: Overview and Conceptual Aspects

Portfolio 502-4th: Gross Income: Tax Benefit, Claim of Right and Assignment of Income

Portfolio 503-4th: Principles of Income Tax Deductions

Portfolio 505-4th: Trade or Business Expenses and For-Profit Activity Deductions

Portfolio 506-4th: Principles of Income Tax Credits

Portfolio 507-3rd: Income Tax Liability: Concepts and Calculation

Portfolio 508-2nd: The Economic Substance Doctrine

Portfolio 509-2nd: Principles of Capitalization

Portfolio 510-3rd: Section 199: Deduction Relating to Income Attributable to Domestic Production Activities
Portfolio 511-1st: Section 1411 — Net Investment Income Tax

Portfolio 513-1st: Family and Household Transactions
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A product of the non-profit tax publisher Tax Analysts, Tax Notes’
news publications provide comprehensive but impartial coverage
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includes key documents such as the Internal Revenue Code,
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