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What is it? 
⚫ A treatise is an extended, serious, and usually 

exhaustive book on a particular subject. 
    Treatise, BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY (10th ed. 2014)  

⚫ EXAMPLES: Corbin on Contracts, Products Liability in 
a Nutshell, The Law of Torts, The First Amendment: 
Freedom of Speech, Witkin California Procedure, 
Witkin California Evidence, Witkin California 
Criminal Law.



What is it? 
⚫ A practice guide is a written explanation of how to 

proceed in a particular area of law or in a particular 
court or locality 

     Practice Guide, BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY (10th ed. 2014)  

⚫ EXAMPLES: California Landlord-Tenant Practice, Civil 
Procedure Before Trial, California Forms of Pleading 
and Practice, California Civil Practice



These items are NOT considered 
treatises or practice guides

California Jurisprudence (Cal. Jur.) Digests

American Jurisprudence (Am. Jur.) Case Reporters

Corpus Juris Secundum (C.J.S.) Statutes and Codes

American Law Reports (A.L.R.) Law review or law journal articles

Witkin’s Summary of California 
Law* 

Magazine articles

*Witkin publishes both subject specific treatises (e.g. Witkin California Criminal Law) as 
well as the Summary of California Law, which is considered more like a legal encyclopedia. 



Treatises and Practice 
Guides Online



Treatises and Practice 
Guides Online

1. In Westlaw or Lexis, 
type in the name of a 
treatise or topic area 
and select one of the 
populated options.  

2. Alternatively, search 
by keyword and filter 
by clicking on 
secondary sources, 
jurisdiction, and/or 
type (texts & treatises).

3. Note that these items 
are proprietary, so it 
is common for one 
treatise to be in one 
database and not the 
other (e.g. Corbin on 
Contracts is available 
on Lexis but not on 
Westlaw). 

https://signon.thomsonreuters.com/?productid=LSC&returnto=https://lawschool.westlaw.com/authentication/token?fwdURL%3d/&bhcp=1
https://signon.thomsonreuters.com/?productid=LSC&returnto=https://lawschool.westlaw.com/authentication/token?fwdURL%3d/&bhcp=1








































Picking the “Best” Treatise or 
Practice Guide
⚫ Consider your jurisdiction (e.g. 

California).

⚫ Consider the reputation of the 
author or publisher.  Look for 
preeminent treatises using 
Georgetown’s treatise finder. 

⚫ Make sure your treatise or 
practice guide is up to date.  

Still stuck? 
Ask a Reference Librarian! 

We are happy to help. 

https://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/treatise-finders/


⚫ Other videos: 
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings
/lwr-trainings.php 

⚫ Chat: http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/ 
⚫ lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
⚫ 619.260.4612
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