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Introduction

❖ Librarians are available to help with clinic research

❖ You can reach us via chat: sandiego.edu/law/library     

❖ or email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

❖ Resources you use in the clinic will differ from those 
used in LWR



Research Training

❖ Resources

❖ LRC Databases

❖ Government websites

❖ Other online resources

❖ Gather background information on individuals – clients & 
witnesses

❖ Conduct a litigation search to research potential defendants

❖ Research past discharge upgrade cases

❖ Additional resources from other veterans advocates



Resources



Useful LRC Materials for Practice

❖ Civil practice

❖ Pre-trial procedure

❖ Trial procedure

❖ Appeals & writs

❖ Rules of court

❖ Formbooks & drafting tools

❖ Jury instructions

❖ Arbitration

❖ Client communications



California Court Materials

❖ California Rules of Court

❖ Local Rules, including San Diego County

❖ Forms

❖ Jury Instructions

http://www.courts.ca.gov/rules.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/3027.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/partners/juryinstructions.htm


https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/










U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

❖ Veterans Benefits Administration

❖ Veterans Health Administration

❖ National Cemetery Administration

https://benefits.va.gov/benefits/
https://www.va.gov/health/
https://www.cem.va.gov/


https://www.uscourts.cavc.gov/

https://www.uscourts.cavc.gov/


https://www.bva.va.gov/

https://www.bva.va.gov/


Background on Individuals



Background on Individuals

Public Records

❖ Lexis 

❖ Search Systems

Social Media

❖ Facebook

❖ Instagram

❖ LinkedIn

❖ Twitter

http://advance.lexis.com/
http://publicrecords.searchsystems.net/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.instagram.com/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/
https://twitter.com/?lang=en












Litigation Search



Dockets

❖ Bloomberg Law

❖ Includes all federal dockets, limited access to 
state

❖ Free to USD Law users

❖ Not all documents are available 

❖ Westlaw, Lexis 

❖ Court websites

❖ Some courts provide dockets online for a fee

❖ Other courts – call court clerk 

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start








Researching Common 

Veterans Legal Issues



VA Benefits



Resources on VA Benefits

Veterans Benefits Administration website
 https://benefits.va.gov/benefits/

Manuals
 VA Benefits Manual 

 Manual M21-1 (VA rules and procedures for deciding benefit 
claims)

 WARMS (reference material about VA benefits)

Cases
 Board of Veterans Appeals (BVA)
 Court of Appeals of Veterans Claims (CAVC)

Statutes and Regulations
 United States Code, Title 38
 CFR and Federal Register (WL, LX, or free government sites)

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/75f9fa83-c530-44f9-a068-2a5257a8ce12/?context=1530671
https://www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov/system/templates/selfservice/va_ssnew/help/customer/locale/en-US/portal/554400000001018
https://www.benefits.va.gov/WARMS/








Discharge Upgrades



Resources on Discharge Upgrades

VA Website
 How to Apply for a Discharge Upgrade

Manuals
 Yale Veterans Legal Services Clinic

⚫ Forms & Resources for Veterans Seeking 
Discharge Upgrade

⚫ Veterans Discharge Upgrade Manual

 Military Discharge Upgrade Legal Practice Manual 
(available in print at USD Legal Clinics)

Cases
 Military Review Boards (Discharge Review Boards and 

BCMR)

https://www.va.gov/discharge-upgrade-instructions/
https://law.yale.edu/studying-law-yale/clinical-and-experiential-learning/our-clinics/veterans-legal-services-clinic/forms-resources-veterans-seeking-discharge-upgrade
https://law.yale.edu/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/Clinics/wirac_CTdischargeUpgradeManual.pdf


Military Review Boards

Army
 Discharge Review Board

 Board for Correction of Military Records

Navy & Marine Corps
 Discharge Review Board

 Board for Correction of Naval Records

Air Force
 Discharge Review Board
 Board for Correction of Military Records

Coast Guard
 Discharge Review Board
 Board for Correction of Military Records

http://arba.army.pentagon.mil/adrb-overview.html
http://arba.army.pentagon.mil/abcmr-overview.html
http://www.secnav.navy.mil/mra/CORB/pages/ndrb/default.aspx
http://www.secnav.navy.mil/mra/bcnr/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.afpc.af.mil/Air-Force-Discharge-Review-Board/
http://www.afpc.af.mil/Board-for-Correction-of-Military-Records/
https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/legal/DRB/
https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/legal/BCMR/




https://boards.law.af.mil/

https://boards.law.af.mil/




Military and Veterans Law on WL/LX

 Lexis (Practice Area: Military and 

Veterans Law)

 Westlaw (Practice Area: Military 

Law)

https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/924e77aa-9630-4818-b6a2-5f6205f5ad74/?context=1000516
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/MilitaryLaw?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0


Lexis and Westlaw



Other Resources



Additional Resources

OCBA Veterans & 
Military Committee

LACBA Veterans Legal 
Services Project

http://www.ocbar.org/SectionsCommittees/Committees/VeteransMilitary.aspx
https://www.lacba.org/give-back/veterans-legal-services-project


Additional Resources

ABA Veterans Legal 
Services Initiative

SDCBA Military Law 
Section

http://www.americanbar.org/groups/committees/veterans_benefits.html
https://www.sdcba.org/index.cfm?pg=SMILITARYCommAbout


Questions?

 Liz Parker
eparker-10@sandiego.edu

 LRC Reference
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
619.260.4612
www.sandiego.edu/law/
library/

 Slides will be posted at 
www.sandiego.edu/law/
library/research-
trainings/clinics.php 

mailto:eparker-10@sandiego.edu
mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php

