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What we will cover

• Picking a paper topic
• Literature review

• Evaluating sources
• Books & articles
• Law and other disciplines
• USD and other libraries

• Note-taking tools and techniques
• Perma.cc



PICKING A PAPER TOPIC



News & blogs

news.google.com
__________

Hit a paywall?
• Check library catalog

• Lexis & Factiva 
have thorough 
news archives



Reliable Sources

• Evaluate sources for:
• Authority – author is identified, reputable, credentialed
• Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias
• Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable
• Scope – relevant to your topic and argument
• Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you know the current 
state of thinking in your field (even if it’s rooted in older writings)



Current Awareness Tools

Current news by practice area
• Bloomberg Law: several relevant practice 

centers 
• Westlaw/PLC: Labor & Employment
• Lexis: several relevant practice centers 

Circuit splits
• Bloomberg Law > Law School Success > Law 

Reviews & Journals

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/labor/page/le_home
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/PracticalLaw/PracticalLawLaborEmployment?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://lexisnexis.com/lawschool
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/page/law_reviews_and_journals








































LITERATURE REVIEW



Literature Review

• A survey of books, scholarly articles, and any other 
sources relevant to a particular issue, area of 
research, or theory

• Helps you formulate your thesis and locate your 
arguments within the larger field of study



Reliable Sources

• Evaluate sources for:
• Authority – author is identified, reputable, credentialed
• Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias
• Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable
• Scope – relevant to your topic and argument
• Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you know the current 
state of thinking in your field (even if it’s rooted in older writings)



BOOKS



www.sandiego.edu/law/library



Searching the catalogs

USD’s online catalog find items located in the LRC and also 
in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to find not just 
materials in our print collection, but it also provides direct 
access to materials in our subscription databases, and it 
also links to websites! 

• You can search USD’s online catalog from LRC’s 
homepage

http://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/HomePage,basicSearchDirectLinkComponent.sdirect?lang=eng&suite=cobalt




Searching the catalogs

Circuit Catalog:
• USD is a member of a library consortium, the Circuit
• borrow materials from SDSU, UCSD, Cal State San 

Marcos, & the San Diego County & City Libraries. 
• greatly increases the universe of materials that are 

accessible to you! 
• delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.—pickup at Circulation desk

Access: You can link to the Circuit catalog through Sally 
(click on the hyperlinked Circuit logo) or go to: 
http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/


Circuit
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Searching the catalogs

Interlibrary Loan (ILL):
• If you can’t find an item at USD or through the Circuit, 

we may be able to get it through interlibrary-loaned from 
another library

• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come ask a reference 
librarian 

• Delivered to LRC anywhere from 3 days to 3 weeks—
make your request early!

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-
resources/ill/

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/


LAW ARTICLES



Law articles

 Lexis
 Westlaw
 Google Scholar

Unpublished or forthcoming
 SSRN
 Bepress



https://scholar.google.com





http://papers.ssrn.com

http://papers.ssrn.com/




Search strategies

• Use multiple search techniques 
• keyword (natural language & Boolean)

• subject

• browse

• Ask a librarian
• Build from the sources you’ve already found

• look at sources cited by those sources 

• use a citator (Shepard’s or KeyCite) to find sources that 
have cited to sources you’ve already found



1996 article by Kim



Recent articles that cite Kim



ARTICLES FROM OTHER 
DISCIPLINES



http://www.sandiego.edu/library/







A few most relevant databases

Academic Search Premier
JSTOR
Oxford Scholarship Online
EconLit



Other libraries

• You may be able to access subscription databases 
available at other libraries by visiting campus 
(UCSD, SDSU)



WEB TOOLS



Link rot



https://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/24/us/politics/in-supreme-court-opinions-
clicks-that-lead-nowhere.html



Avoiding link rot

The Wayback Machine

Perma.cc

https://archive.org/web/
https://perma.cc/


Up your Google game

The super secret Google Advanced Search page

 Limit your results
 region
 specific website, or portion 

of a website
 domain type
 file type
 exclude terms

https://www.google.com/advanced_search


ADMINISTRATIVE LAW



Administrative law

Legislative

Judicial

Executive
Regulations = 
quasi-legislative

Hearings/
adjudications = 
quasi-judicial



Promulgating regulations

• Agency drafts proposed regulations
• Publish proposed regulations in the Federal Register (Fed. 

Reg. or F.R.)
• Opportunity for public comment
• Agency drafts final regulations
• Publish notice of final regulations in Federal Register
• Codify the final regulations in the Code of Federal 

Regulations (C.F.R.)



Administrative law documents

Code of Federal 
Regulations (C.F.R.)

Varies widely across 
agencies

Varies widely across 
agencies

Federal Register
Check agency website, 
Westlaw, Lexis, 
BloombergLaw

Check agency website, 
Westlaw, Lexis, 
BloombergLaw

FDsys, Westlaw, Lexis, 
BloombergLaw

Regulations.gov for 
proposed regulations

Regulations Advisory & 
guidance 
documents

Decisions & 
Adjudications



www.gpo.gov/fdsys





Agency websites

There are hundreds of federal agencies. Here’s an index 
of federal agencies or just Google the name:
http://www.washlaw.edu/doclaw/executive5m.html

Agency websites are a wealth of information, including 
links to recent bills, statutes, regulations, and decisions

Agency materials are also available on Westlaw, Lexis, 
and BloombergLaw

http://www.washlaw.edu/doclaw/executive5m.html


Company research

News
LexisNexis
BloombergLaw

https://www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool/lsp/p/facultyhome.aspx?lc=LawSchoolPortal/Signin
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/home


NOTE-TAKING TOOLS & 
TECHNIQUES



Why good note-taking is important

• Bolster your argument
• Avoid inadvertent 

plagiarism
• Save yourself time and 

trouble when creating 
citations



What to look for

• Reference manager 
• Citation support for 

Bluebook style 
• Organize and 

annotate PDFs and 
other digital content

• Fits your research 
style--something you 
will use!!



Note-taking apps



Web content management



Document AND citation management

Typical features include:
• Free or premium upgrade
• Web, client, mobile apps
• PDF storage & annotation
• Cloud & local storage
• Web content capture
• Citation style 

(“bibliographic utility”)



Note-taking tips

If you cut & paste text 
from another source to 
look at later, 
immediately mark it 
as copied text & 
include citation info



Summarizing & Paraphrasing

• Try to do it without 
looking at the source 
material

• Not enough to change a 
few words around, or 
substitute synonyms 

• You literally have to 
rewrite the material 
using your own words



Citing the best source

• Don’t rely on Source A to tell you what Source B says –
go back to the original

• Don’t cite Scholar A to tell your reader what 
Scholar B argued

• Don’t cite a book or an article to tell your reader what 
a case held

• Don’t cite a case to tell your reader what 
the statute says



Research log

• Keep a log of where you’ve searched and what 
search terms you used (not just what you found)

• This will save you time later



Sources & additional resources

Comparing reference managers:
• https://www.library.wisc.edu/services/citation-

managers/comparison-chart
• http://library.law.yale.edu/research-

management-and-citation

Setting up Bluebook style:
• https://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/resea

rch/citation-tools/bluebook.cfm

https://www.library.wisc.edu/services/citation-managers/comparison-chart
http://library.law.yale.edu/research-management-and-citation
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/citation-tools/bluebook.cfm


Contact us

Drop by the desk:
- M–Th 9am–6pm 
- F 9am–5pm
- Su noon–4pm

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
Chat: www.sandiego.edu/law/
library
Call: (619) 260-4612 

Jane Larrington (619) 260-4766 or jlarrington@sandiego.edu

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
mailto:jlarrington@sandiego.edu
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