
LRC Research Training for LWR

Federal & California 
Civil Litigation

Procedural Research



What we will cover

Federal and California jurisdictions:

• Procedural practice guides, treatises, and 
form books

• Court websites: court rules, forms, jury 
instructions, etc.



Federal Courts: Circuits



Federal Courts – 9th Circuit



Finding Practice Guides & Form Books



















Federal court websites

• U.S. Supreme Court

• Circuit Courts of Appeals
• 12 regional circuits + Court of Appeals for the Federal 

Circuit
• California federal courts are in the Ninth Circuit

• Federal District Courts
• 94 judicial districts
• Court of International Trade & Court of Federal 

Claims 

www.uscourts.gov

http://www.uscourts.gov/










https://www.law.cornell.edu/



https://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/







https://www.casd.uscourts.gov/





California  
Civil Practice 

Materials



CEB Matthew 
Bender

Thomson
West

Rutter 
Group



Pre-Trial
Civil Procedure Before Trial (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)
Cal. Civil Discovery (Lexis)
Cal. Civil Procedure Before Trial (CEB OnLaw Pro)

During Trial
Cal. Trial Practice: Civil Procedure During Trial (CEB OnLaw Pro)
Civil Trials & Evidence (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)
Cal. Trial & Post-Trial Civil Procedure (Lexis)

Post-Trial
Cal. Civil Appellate Practice (CEB OnLaw Pro)
Enforcing Judgments & Debts (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)
Civil Appeals and Writs (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)

Practice Guides



























California Court websites

California Courts Website
• California Rules of Court
• Judicial Council Forms
• Jury Instructions

San Diego Superior Court Website
• Local Rules
• Local Forms
• Fee Schedules

http://www.courts.ca.gov/home.htm
http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/portal/page?_pageid=55,1&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL


http://www.courts.ca.gov/







http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/





Jury Instructions

http://www.courts.ca.gov/











Questions? Need help?

Contact us at:

LRC Virtual Reference Desk
lrcefer@sandiego.edu

or live chat with a law librarian: 
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/summer

LRCP 7

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library

