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What we will cover

• Assessing reliability 

• Finding statistics

• Tips for Internet research



Reliable sources

Evaluate sources for:
• authority—author is identified, reputable, credentialed
• objectivity—fairness, lack of bias
• accuracy—provides references to sources, verifiable
• scope—relevant to your topic and argument
• currency—may vary by topic, but make sure you know 

the current state of thinking in your field (even if it’s 
rooted in older writings)



Finding statistics



Getting started

• First, look for news or journal articles for 
references to specific studies or data.

• Look for study reports, not raw data.
• It can be useful to have access to the data, but you don’t 

want to be in a position of having to do data analysis.



Government statistics

Government agencies gather considerable 
statistical data, but determining which 
agencies might have what you’re looking for 
can be challenging.

A good place to start: 
https://usa.gov/statistics

https://usa.gov/statistics


USA.gov: Data & Statistics About the U.S.



USA.gov: Data & Statistics About the U.S.



NGO sources

• Could include thinktanks, policy institutes, 
advocacy organizations, academic centers, 
professional organizations.

• National Center for State Courts

• National Conference of State Legislatures

https://www.ncsc.org/
https://www.ncsl.org/


Things to remember

Be aware of bias
• Read the reports critically. Do the conclusions actually 

follow from the data?
• Research authors/funders to find out what kind of slant 

they might have.

Look for counter-evidence
• Make sure you’re being balanced in your approach to the 

research.



Internet research



Advanced Google searches

Google includes advanced search options (though 
they aren’t obvious):

• Run a search for “Google advanced search”
• Go directly to 

https://www.google.com/advanced_search

https://www.google.com/advanced_search








Advanced Google Search

You can also use operators directly in the
search bar:

site: Search within one domain or top-
level 

domain (i.e., edu, gov)
inurl: URL must contain the search term
filetype: Find only a particular format (i.e., 
pdf)
AROUND(x) Proximity search: find terms within x

words 

And many more—for a longer list, see 



Internet Archive: Wayback Machine

https://archive.org/web/

• Preserves old versions of web sites.
• How might this be useful?

• trying to find information from a site that no 
longer exists;

• looking for a report that has been removed from a 
government website.

https://archive.org/web/












URL parsing



URL parsing

Uniform Resource Locators (URLs) or web addresses, 
indicate the location of the website or document.

Understanding how a website is organized can help you 
bypass a site’s navigation or find orphaned pages and 
information.

https://www.example.com/index.html

protocol hostname filename



URL parsing

Imagine that you’re looking for an article by professor 
Floyd Neiderman from volume 20, issue 2 of Law and 
Technology. The closest you’ve been able to find is an 
article from Volume 37, issue 3 at this address:

By editing the URL, we can try and find our way to the 
article we want.

http://www.uwec.edu/Admin/Journal/LawTech/2014/Vol_23/Issue_3/smithberger.pdf



URL parsing

Generally, going back through the URL will lead to index 
pages, so this might show us an index page for all issues 
and articles within Volume 23:

What if that fails? We can infer the organizational 
structure from the URL and try manipulating it to find the 
document we need:

http://www.uwec.edu/Admin/Journal/LawTech/2014/Vol_23/

http://www.uwec.edu/Admin/Journal/LawTech/2011/Vol_20/Issue_2/neiderman.pdfhttp://www.uwec.edu/Admin/Journal/LawTech/2011/Vol_20/Issue_2/neiderman.pdf



Reference librarians are here to help!

Reference Desk
Summer hours: Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Telephone
(619) 260-4612

E-mail
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Chat
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
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