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From the Commanding Officer’s Desk 

Battalion family and friends, 

 

 The spring semester ended with hard work and perseverance from all of our 

Midshipmen and active duty members. We were honored to commission twenty-one 

Ensigns and ten 2nd Lieutenants at our commissioning ceremony with guest speaker, 

Rear Admiral Czerewko. Fifty-four 4/C Midshipmen were promoted to 3/C following the 

completion of our local Sea Trials, a rigorous six-hour event held at Naval Amphibious 

Base Coronado which pushed our Midshipmen to their mental and physical limits. We 

were among the first units in the nation to integrate Navy senior enlisted leadership into 

the development of our Midshipmen with the arrival of Command Senior Chief Bush. 

 Each and every member of the unit has made an impact which propels the unit to 

continued excellence. We will continue to take care of each other as we execute our 

mission of making exceptional leaders in the United States Navy and Marine Corps.  

 

Captain Edwin D. Kaiser 

Commanding Officer, NROTC San Diego Consortium 
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Senior Enlisted Leader 

Battalion family and friends, 

  

 I arrived at the unit midway through this spring semester, and was immediately 

blown away by the outstanding professionalism and high caliber of Staff and 

Midshipman currently serving in this program.  I have had the privilege to observe many 

of them in action over the last few months, and can say without hesitation that the future 

of the Navy and Marine Corps is going to be in capable hands. 

 As the Command Senior Enlisted Leader, I plan to further expand their 

professional development, share real-world experience and best prepare them to serve 

both honorably and selflessly in support of our nation.  I personally could not be more 

excited to be a member of this stellar team, and be associated with what I think is the 

best NROTC Unit in the U.S. Navy. 

 

Command Senior Chief (AW/IW/EXW/SW) Anthony D. Bush 

Command Senior Enlisted Leader, NROTC San Diego Consortium    
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Battalion Top 3 

 
The past four months as the Student Battalion Commanding Officer has 
been a fantastic learning experience. I have had the unique opportunity to 
serve as the liaison between the officer staff and the Midshipmen. I would 
like to thank all the members of the Battalion Staff and Company 
Leadership for their countless hours of hard work and dedication. I would 
also like to thank the families of NROTC San Diego. Without your 
steadfast dedication and support, we would not commission the best 
officers in the country. Finally, I’d like to personally thank the entire 
Battalion and challenge those who continue their pursuit of commissioning. 
You are the key to your own success - ensure that you maintain the highest 
standards of professionalism and competency at all times. Be proud to serve 
in the world's finest military and utilize what is at your disposal to become 
the best Officer you can be. God bless you and God bless the United States 
of America.  

To the staff and student leadership, it has been a pleasure to work with all 
of you and I do not take this experience for granted. There’s no doubt 
you’ve made my job easier, and I appreciate the commitment and effort you 
put in every day. To the battalion, your hard work and dedication does not 
go unnoticed and I am proud to be associated with such driven individuals. 
This billet did not come without learning curves, and I want to thank 
everyone who has guided and motivated me along the way. You have all 
taught me a tremendous amount about what leadership really entails, and I 
look forward to serving alongside all of you in the future.  

MIDN 1/C Michael Lyons 

MIDN 1/C Nicole Carner 

As the unit’s Battalion Sergeant Major, this semester has presented me with 
the chance to share my leadership philosophy with some of the best 
Midshipmen the unit has to offer and amazing opportunity to develop my 
leadership skills as a future Marine Corps Officer. This NROTC unit 
provides a unique role for the Battalion Sergeant Major billet, having nearly 
two hundred Midshipmen and over forty active-duty members in five 
different locations, stretches the limits of communication to the brink of 
failure. Unlike traditional units, this one in particular has nearly a hundred 
miles between its members forcing communication to be centralized in an 
unorthodox method. The greatest challenge was ensuring all members of 
this vast unit were informed and in the correct locations. The most 
rewarding elements were the opportunities in the development of the 
Midshipmen in the battalion staff. As a leader, you hope that the passion 
you have for the greater vision is shared by your peers and subordinates 
alike. This semester’s staff embraced those beliefs and overcame many 
unforeseen obstacles. The importance of remaining humble and employing 
other leaders was essential for the success of the unit as a whole. Overall, 
this semester has pushed me as a leader which has only formed me into, 
what I believe, a better Marine Corps Officer. 

SSgt Dakota Newsome 
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Intramurals 

Intramural sports are important to NROTC San 

Diego for many reasons. Not only do they provide 

Midshipmen and active duty members with the 

opportunity to participate in enjoyable physical 

training through sports games, but they also bring 

about camaraderie and esprit de corps. There is a 

sense of pride that comes with competing against 

another ROTC branch, regardless of the type of 

competition. Through games like football and 

ultimate frisbee, the Navy and Marine Corps are 

able to combine forces and build teamwork while 

improving their physical fitness in the process. It is 

likely that as the unit’s participation in intramural 

sports grows, so will the overall fellowship within 

the program. 

MIDN 3/C Max Drew 
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SULE 
MIDN 2/C Angelica Sheils 

     As Marine Option Midshipmen, SULE (Small 
Unit Leadership Evaluation) is the culmination of 
all our hard work and early mornings. In our 
groups, we studied, learned, and trained together 
for all the aspects we would be evaluated on. In 
the months leading up to March, we hiked in the 
canyon, produced five paragraph orders, gained 
land navigation and mapping skills, and learned 
how to move as a unit. Becoming a Marine 
Officer requires a large amount of leadership, 
intelligence, and experience. SULE is a platform 
that challenges Midshipmen to work on these 
traits and use them in a setting tailored to be as 
close to real military training as possible. 
     With the help of the PROLAB leaders, GySgt 
Escuela, SSgt Chilton, MIDN DiLorenzo, and 
many others, the great task of putting together a 
weekend for 100 members of the battalion at 
Camp Pendleton was very successful. We started 
the weekend off with a nice, long hike to our 
patrol base in order to set up all our gear in an 
orderly manner. Next, we completed LRCs 
(Leadership Reaction Courses) in small teams, 
where all classes of Midshipmen were given the 
opportunity to test their strengths and weaknesses 
when giving a brief and following through with 
the execution of the mission. The ability to 
quickly and correctly complete land navigation is 
a skill that we have been able to refine and 
improve upon. 
     SULE patrols are significant learning moments 
for all marine options, but specifically 2nd class 
Midshipmen. This is because it is a graded portion 
of OCS (Officer Candidate School). As the 2nd 

class prepare to attend OCS in the summer, it is 
important for them to conduct and improve the 
skills that it takes to successfully carry out a five-
paragraph order through mountainous terrain and 
with limited tactical training. SULE is yet another 
way NROTC San Diego is preparing us for 
service as Marine Corps Officers. 
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The Combat Leadership Panel is an op-

portunity for the Army, Air Force, and 

Navy ROTC’s of San Diego to assemble 

in one place to hear from a panel of of-

ficers in each branch of the military. The 

officers gave their advice and discussed 

transformational leadership based on their experience serving. The purpose of the 

Combat Leadership Panel is to supplement the ethics and leadership theories that 

the Midshipmen and Cadets are exposed to in ROTC classes. This year’s theme 

was “Selfless Service,” emphasizing the importance of moral reflection in combat 

and moral conduct in and out of uniform. Pictured above from left to right is Cap-

tain Kimber L. Pruitt, USA, Captain John R. Watkins, USMC, Captain Matthew 

A. Tasin, USAF, and Lieutenant Matthew S. Clark, USN. 

Combat Leadership Panel 
MIDN 3/C Isabella Cobarruvias 
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Sports Day 

Sports day is an event we host every 

semester to boost unit morale and 

camaraderie. The event, which takes place 

during one of our drill days, is a 

tournament between the different classes 

in the unit, staff included. Soccer, flag 

football, basketball, dodge ball and a 5K 

relay race were the sports of choice for 

this semester, and every member of the 

unit had the chance to participate. At the 

end of the competition, we host a 

barbeque for everyone and their families 

to enjoy. Sports day is a perfect 

opportunity to have fun as a unit and earn 

bragging rights for the rest of the 

semester. A semester as an NROTC 

student can be more stressful than normal, 

so this is an excellent way to relieve that 

stress and to have fun. 

SSgt Fabio Perez 
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Dining In 

It was a great opportunity to be able to plan this 

year’s Dining In ceremony. The event this year 

was held at Loews Coronado Resort where most 

of this year’s commissioning class and unit staff 

were in attendance. Dining In is a very unique 

tradition which aims at building cohesion among 

a group of officers. The night was filled with 

levity and jokes. My favorite part of the evening 

was the parading of the beef, where a chef is 

“shot” for cooking the beef inadequately. 

Following the event, members of the battalion 

tend to build stronger bonds with their brothers 

and sisters in arms. 

MIDN 2/C Kellen Peddicord 
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MIDN 2/C Shane Hadley 
Boat Crew Leader 
 
Sea trials is an end-of-the-year event that is meant to 
bring all of the 4/C Midshipmen together. This year’s 
Sea Trials occurred at Naval Amphibious Base 
Coronado on April 27th. The participants included the  
4/C Midshipmen and eight upperclassmen that acted 
as the evolution’s “Boat Crew Leaders”. The staff 
included Active Duty Marines and Sailors that 
worked as motivators, Corpsmen, EMTs, water 
distributers, and safety officers that observed the 
entire evolution for any health threats. 
It started at 0540 with a brief inspection, followed by 
approximately 6 hours of running, an obstacle course, 
group races, time spent in the surf zone, and more. 
Teamwork was emphasized throughout the day. The 
staff’s goal was to receive maximum effort from the 
participants. Many of the 4/C faced physical 
challenges that they had never experienced before. 
Several of the participants said that they gained 
mental toughness from the evolution. Overall, Sea 
Trials was a beneficial exercise that grew the 
toughness and camaraderie of the battalion’s 4/C 
Midshipmen. 
 
 

MIDN 4/C Madeleine Fletcher 
Participant 
 
I was not really sure what to expect as I woke early 
on Saturday to attend Sea Trials. I knew Sea Trials, a  
rite of passage into the unit, would consist of beach 
runs, o-courses, and other multiple physically 
demanding challenges. I expected to be pushed to my 
limits, an expectation that was met in full. However, I 
found that - despite the challenges - it was a fun 
learning experience as I worked together with my 
motivational boat crew to complete the o-course, log 
PT, beach runs, and more. Though one unexpected 
surprise was the march into the ocean as we got 
‘sugar cookied’ (despite previous assurances that we 
would not be getting wet). In spite of this turn of 
events, being in the water was one of my favorite 
parts of Sea Trials as it provided a reprieve from the 
running and the heat. As Sea Trials concluded, I was 
numb, tired, and exhausted - both mentally and 
physically. However, despite this fatigue, the 
strongest emotion I felt was pride. Pride that my boat 
crew and I persevered and successfully finished the 
grueling six hour event. 

Sea Trials 
MIDN 2/C Shane Hadley & MIDN 4/C Madeleine Fletcher 
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Pass in Review 

Pass in Review is an annual event con-

ducted by the NROTC Unit that seeks 

to recognize the outstanding academic 

and military achievements of its mem-

bers. Both Midshipmen and Active 

Duty students receive awards based on leadership skills and merit. Students were 

awarded ceremonial swords as well as various scholarships from a variety of spon-

sor organizations. Naval parades are grounded in history and tradition. At its core 

and of its origin, the pass in review is a way for a commanding officer to inspect 

the men and women they command. For the purpose of NROTC San Diego, it is a 

way to parade the unit for the presidents and deans of the five universities in the 

consortium, showing off its grandeur as well as the achievements of individual 

members for the audience and guests of honor to witness. 

MIDN 3/C Claire Graziano 
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The goal of the Aviation 
Club is to educate and expose our 
members to the finest aviation 
community in the world: United 
States Navy and Marine Corps 
Aviation. We consist of aspiring 
Naval Aviators and Naval Flight 
Officers that are dedicated to 
learning and preparing for a 
thrilling career. In order to pursue 
our goal, we leverage NROTC San 
Diego’s location and close 
proximity to Navy/Marine Corps 
air facilities, such as Marine Corps 
Air Station (MCAS) Miramar and 
Naval Air Station (NAS) North 
Island, by touring squadrons, 
getting simulator time, and by 
interacting with active aviators. 
Furthermore, we help prepare our 
members for the Aviation Selection 

Test Battery (ASTB), a flight 
aptitude test used as one of several 
variables for service selection into 
the aviation community. 

During this spring semester, 
our club held an array of events. To 
start off, we were lucky enough to 
secure time in a mobile F-35 
simulator brought to NAS North 
Island by Lockheed Martin on 
February 20th. This gave club 
members the opportunity to 
simulate a carrier landing using 
state of the art computing systems 
and a replica cockpit. Following the 
simulator event, we toured the 
Commander, Naval Air Forces 
(CNAF) building and integrated 
museum of Naval Aviation history 
throughout, given by previous 
NROTC San Diego Officer 
Instructor, LT MonaLisa 
DellaVolpe as well as the CNAF 
Chief of Staff, CAPT Jeffrey 
Czerewko. A few weeks later we 
were able to meet with Air Group 
One, the San Diego Wing of the 
“Commemorative Air Force,” out at 
Gillespie Airfield for an interesting 
discussion with one of the members 
of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen 
aircrew. On March 18th, we toured 

the USS Roosevelt (CVN 71) as a 
joint event with the SWO Club. 
Attendees were able to see the inner 
workings of an active aircraft 
carrier and gain valuable insight 
from some of the sailors onboard. 
On April 26th, we had the 
opportunity for more simulator time 
with a helicopter squadron at NAS 
North Island. These were some of 
the most advanced simulators the 
Navy has to offer which provided a 
full motion experience. Throughout 
the semester, multiple ASTB study 
sessions were held in order to 
provide helpful tips and tricks for 
future test-takers and to prepare 
them to do well on the test. 

Overall, it was a fantastic 
semester filled with opportunities 
that could not have been made 
possible without the help of our 
unit’s aviation officer instructors, 
LT Danielle Fritts and LT Casey 
Arnold. Personally, as my time in 
the unit comes to a close, I would 
like to wish the best of luck to all of 
our unit’s aspiring aviators on their 
journey towards earning their wings 
of gold, and to always remember 
that it is a true honor to Fly Navy! 

Aviation Club 
MIDN 1/C Christian Czerewko 
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Semper Fi Club 

This semester, the Semper Fi 

Club offered opportunities 

for Alpha Company members 

to forward their physical 

fitness, support training for 

Midshipmen attending 

Officer Candidate School 

(OCS) in the summer, and 

improve camaraderie with 

their fellow company 

members. Opportunities 

included Physical Training 

sessions, our yearly Small 

Unit Leadership Evaluation 

(SULE) event, and range 

days at nearby bases. Each 

event was designed to bring 

Alpha Company Marines and 

Marine Option Midshipmen 

closer by challenging their 

physical abilities, tactical 

training, and/or leadership 

skills.  

MIDN 2/C Corrine Willard 
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The Special Warfare (SpecWar) Club was busy this 

semester with four to five workouts per week. We had 

field workouts on Mondays, swims on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays and beach Physical Training on 

Wednesdays. Additionally, SpecWar Club members 

had the opportunity to tour the Marine Mammal 

Facility at Point Loma. They learned about dolphins 

and sea lions which serve various functions in the 

Navy. We finished the semester off with a game of 

speedball and passed leadership of the club from 

MIDN Hadley to MIDN Salvador. This semester we 

saw all three Midshipmen that applied for 1/C 

SpecWar cruises receive slots. MIDN Fierstos and 

MIDN Turcich will be attending Seal Officer 

Assessment and Selection (SOAS), and MIDN Hadley 

will be attending an Explosive Ordnance Disposal 

(EOD) cruise this summer. We also had two former 

members who commissioned in the fall complete Hell 

Week at Basic Underwater Demolition/SEALS (BUD/

S) and move on to Phase 2 of BUD/S. Club members 

are already looking ahead to the fall semester with 

four of our Midshipmen applying to attend the EOD 

Exceptional Exposure weekend in Panama City, 

Florida. The EOD Exposure weekend will give 

Midshipmen an opportunity to learn more about the 

community and have a better idea if it is the career 

they want to pursue. SpecWar members also 

participated in Sea Trials as boat crew leaders, 

providing leadership to 4/C Midshipmen. SpecWar 

provides a community of like-minded people who 

push each other to achieve their goals and this 

semester we continued to improve not only physically, 

but mentally as well. 

Special Warfare Club 
MIDN 3/C Jovanna Salvador 
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Submarine Club 

This past spring semester, NROTC San Diego’s Sub 

Club accomplished a great deal. The most important 

and notable events of the semester have been the 

nuke interview informational session and the 

luncheon with USD alumni ENS Laughbon. These 

two events were able to directly and effectively 

bridge the gap from NROTC to the nuke pipeline. 

Regarding the luncheon with ENS Laughbon, 

attendees were able to have an in depth discussion 

with someone who recently commissioned out of 

our own unit and just completed nuke school. This 

allowed more specific questions to be asked, and 

more applicable information to be provided. The 

same goes for the nuke interview informational 

session, where multiple people who already 

completed their interviews were able to share 

valuable insight about the process. As a club, it is 

crucial to always help each other moving forward 

and instill motivation into our future community.   

MIDN 2/C Connor Wowk 
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Surface Warfare Club 

When we started this 

semester, we wanted to make this 

semester as educational and fun as 

possible for anyone interested in 

becoming a Surface Warfare 

Officer. 

Starting in February, there 

were weekly hours allotted for 

students to use the unit’s Conning 

Officer Virtual Environment 

simulator (COVE). In the COVE 

simulator, Midshipman were taught 

the standard commands for ship 

driving and practiced navigating 

ships through obstacles. In mid- 

February, students were able to 

attend Ship Selection, where they 

watched the unit’s service selected 

SWOs make the first step of their 

careers and select their first ship. 

March was a busy month for SWO 

club. The first event was a dinner at 

BJ’s Restaurant with the unit’s 

SWO staff, LT Arnold and LT 

Delavega, where attendees got to 

ask questions about the community 

in an informal setting and gain 

valuable insight from two 

experienced officers. Then came 

the two ship tours. The first tour 

was of the USS Fort Worth (LCS 

3), a Freedom-class littoral combat 

ship. The tour was provided by 

University of San Diego graduate 

and former NROTC San Diego 

Midshipman, Commander Hyde. 

The second tour was a combined 

club event, with members of 

Aviation and SWO club touring the 

USS Roosevelt (CVN 71). In April, 

the SWO Club hosted the first ever 

SWO Jeopardy Night, a friendly 

competition intended to test various 

Naval knowledge and build 

camaraderie. Team “SWOrriors” 

walked away with the win that 

night. The last event of the semester 

was another dinner, but this time 

with the unit’s prior enlisted 

members of the Surface Warfare 

community, OC Cha and OC 

Kurkowski. This event was 

intended to provide members of the 

unit with the enlisted perspective of 

the community and the ideal 

relationship between a young 

officer and their division, important 

information for a future Surface 

Warfare Officer to have. 

Overall, this semester was a 

resounding success, with a mixture 

of educational and fun events each 

intended to provide members of 

NROTC San Diego with the 

information about their future 

career in the Navy.  

It was a pleasure to act as 

the Surface Warfare Club President, 

and I hope some of the events I 

created, such as the Dinner with the 

OCs and SWO Jeopardy, continue 

in the coming semesters. 

MIDN 1/C Zachary Steffish 
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Leadership Conferences 

 

Yale 2019 NROTC Leadership Conference 

“The Yale leadership conference was an excellent opportunity to 

expand personal horizons on foreign affairs and military 

leadership. From workshops on Chinese Expansionism to learning 

the keys to leadership from the CNO, attending the conference 

was one of the highlights to my professional semester.” 

- MIDN 3/C Kaleigh Molinari 

“The Yale Leadership Conference made me aware of the real 

world decisions we will have to make as future officers of the 

military. I was exposed to the complexities of leadership, as well 

as the reward and humility that accompanies leading sailors.” 

- MIDN 3/C Isabella Cobarruvias  

 

United States Air Force Academy 2019  

National Character & Leadership Symposium (NCLS) 

“By bringing together distinguished scholars, military leaders, 

corporate executives, and world-class athletes, I walked away 

with a much clearer understanding of what honorable living and 

effective leadership look like.” 

- MIDN 2/C Kyle Englehardt 

“NCLS was a great way to not only learn about leadership in the 

context of military service but also the civilian sector. Speakers 

came from all different backgrounds and covered a broad 

spectrum of topics. ” 

- MIDN 3/C Claire Graziano 
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Spring 2019 Commissioning 

United States Navy 

ENS Michael Armstrong 

ENS Rio Barnes 

ENS Asher Bourdon 

ENS Christopher Colle 

ENS Christian Czerewko 

ENS Katelyn Dallmus 

ENS Dalton Fletcher 

ENS Samuel Grubbs 

ENS James Hussey 

ENS Soon Hyurg Kwon 

ENS Michael Lyons 

ENS Javier Mariscal Espinoza 

ENS Gage Murphy 

ENS Teena Paradela 

ENS Colin Propst 

ENS Cole Reynolds 

ENS Catherine Seippel 

ENS Conor Shea 

ENS David Tomlinson 

ENS Shane Voss 

ENS John Yi 

United States Marine Corps 

2nd LT Josiah Adams 

2nd LT Christopher Andrada 

2nd LT Mitchell DiLorenzo 

2nd LT Anthony Hernandez 

2nd LT Peter Kim 

2nd LT Matthew Morgan 

2nd LT Tiffany Roberts 

2nd LT Brian Smith 

2nd LT Riley Vickner 

2nd LT Logan Watkins 

 

Congratulations to our newest Ensigns and Second Lieutenants! 
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Unit Staff 
CAPT Edwin Kaiser, USN, Commanding Officer 

CDR Jason Langham, USN, Executive Officer 

CMDCS Anthony Bush, USN, Senior Enlisted Advisor 

CAPT Kenneth Vingua, USMC, Marine Officer Instructor 

LT Zachary Arnold, USN, Senior Class Officer Instructor 

LT Matthew DelaVega, USN, Junior Class Officer Instructor 

LT Philip Lee, USN, Sophomore Class Officer Instructor 

LT Danielle Fritts, USN, Freshman Class Officer Instructor 

LT Casey Arnold, USN, SDSU Officer Instructor 

GYSGT Valdo Mota, USMC, Assistant Marine Officer Instructor 

GYSGT Tommie Tate III, USMC, Assistant Marine Officer Instructor 

LSC Joshua Grant, Supply Officer 

Mr. Oscar Albano, Administrative Assistant 

Mr. Rodolfo Espiritu, Administrative Assistant 

Ms. Brianna Bouton, Administrative Assistant 

Amanda Ford, Supply Assistant 

Sara Saragosa, Executive Assistant 


