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Roadmap

1. Literature review

a. Books

b. Articles

c. Other analysis

2. Your primary research

a. Legislative materials

b. Regulatory materials

c. Case law research



www.sandiego.edu/law/library

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/


Searching the catalogs

USD’s online catalog find items located in the LRC and also 
in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to find not just 
materials in our print collection, but it also provides direct 
access to materials in our subscription databases, and it also 
links to websites! 

• You can search USD’s online catalog from LRC’s homepage

http://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/HomePage,basicSearchDirectLinkComponent.sdirect?lang=eng&suite=cobalt






Searching the catalogs

Circuit Catalog:

• USD is a member of a library consortium, the Circuit

• borrow materials from SDSU, UCSD, Cal State San Marcos, 
& the San Diego County & City Libraries. 

• greatly increases the universe of materials that are 
accessible to you! 

• delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.—pickup at Circulation desk

Access: You can link to the Circuit catalog through Sally 
(click on the hyperlinked Circuit logo) or go to: 
http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/








Searching the catalogs

Interlibrary Loan (ILL):

• If you can’t find an item at USD or through the Circuit, 
we may be able to get it through interlibrary-loaned 
from another library

• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come ask a reference 
librarian 

• Delivered to LRC anywhere from 3 days to 3 weeks—
make your request early!

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php


Law articles

 Lexis

 Westlaw

 Google Scholar

Unpublished or forthcoming

 SSRN

 Bepress















https://scholar.google.com



http://papers.ssrn.com

http://papers.ssrn.com/


http://www.bepress.com/



Search strategies

• Build from the sources you’ve already found

• look at sources cited by those sources 

•use a citator (Shepard’s or KeyCite) to find 

sources that have cited to sources you’ve 

already found

• Use multiple search techniques 

•keyword (natural language & Boolean)

•subject

•browse



A note about secondary sources

• Evaluate sources for 
quality, authority, currency

• Don’t rely solely on a 
secondary source to tell you 
what the primary law says

• Best source rule



ARTICLES FROM OTHER 

DISCIPLINES



http://www.sandiego.edu/library/







News

• If you hit a paywall, search our library catalog for the 
publication title

• Lexis & Bloomberg Law both have excellent news and 
legal news holdings













Employer's ACA Compliance Guide: Actions 

To Take in 2012, 2013, and Beyond









FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE 

MATERIALS



Federal Legislation & 

Congressional Publications

Subscription database: 

• Congressional Publications (ProQuest)

• use it on campus or sign-in using your MySanDiego
credentials

• LRC website http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
> Research Databases

> ProQuest – or – Congressional

Free resources: 

• Congress.gov-- https://beta.congress.gov/

• FDsys – http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
https://beta.congress.gov/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/




















REGULATORY MATERIALS



A note about administrative law…

• Legislature passes a law, giving the broad strokes and 
“enabling” a government agency to implement the law

• To implement the legislature’s intent, the agency typically 
will have to do 2 things:

1. Promulgate regulations that provide more detailed 
rules & establish oversight processes;

2. Enforce the law through those processes, including 
administrative hearings/adjudications

• These regulations & adjudications are generally referred to 
as “administrative law”



Administrative law

Legislative

JudicialExecutive

Regulations = 

quasi-legislative

Hearings/

adjudications = 

quasi-judicial



Promulgating regulations

• Agency drafts proposed regulations

• Publish proposed regulations in the Federal Register (Fed. Reg. 
or F.R.)

• Opportunity for public comment

• Agency drafts final regulations

• Publish notice of final regulations in Federal Register

• Codify the final regulations in the Code of Federal Regulations 
(C.F.R.)



http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/







Agency websites

There are hundreds of federal agencies. Here’s an index 
of federal agencies or just Google the name:

http://www.washlaw.edu/doclaw/executive5m.html

Agency websites are a wealth of information, including 
links to recent bills, statutes, regulations, and decisions

http://www.washlaw.edu/doclaw/executive5m.html


Case law & statutory research

1. Start with a secondary source

2. If there’s a governing statute, collect case 
citations from the annotated code

3. Use the digest/headnote system & citators

4. Use keyword searching strategically, or not at all!











Contact us

Drop by the desk:

-M–Th 9am–8pm 

-F 9am–5pm

-Sa, Su noon–4pm

Email: 

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Chat: 
www.sandiego.edu/law/library

Call: (619) 260-4612 

Jane Larrington (619) 260-4766 or jlarrington@sandiego.edu

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
mailto:jlarrington@sandiego.edu

